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            Abstract
          
        

        
          Turkey has been a middle-income country for nearly half a century. Unlike Turkey, South Korea has managed to rapidly grow and become a high-income country. The success of South Korea may be an inspiration for many developing countries that cannot move from the middle-income trap, such as Turkey. This qualitative study focuses on the dynamics of development in both countries. Population, education, foreign trade, and R&D policies since 1953 are examined. Lessons from South Korea show that upgrading exports from low and middle tech to high tech is crucial for economic development.
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